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Gameday Information

Series Notes:

Umps: Jeff Head, Terry Apple

When: Feb 17,2002; 2 PM CST

Site: Reese Smith Field (2,500); Murfreesboro, TN
TV: None

Radio: None

MT took two outof three games against the Govs during the Blue Raidersfinal season
inthe Ohio Valley Conference in 2000 ... the Blue Raiders and Govs did not meet
lastseason ... the teams willmeetthree more timesthis year.

Williams Gets Starting Nod

Sophomore John Williams, the team's top return-
ing pitcher, has gotten the nod as the opening day
startertoday. Williams, who earned Freshman All-
Americanhonors after his outstanding campaignin
2001, went 7-1 with a 3.59 ERA last season. The
left-handed Williams will be making his 15th career
appearance (all starts) this afternoon.

Pete vs. Peay

Head Coach Steve Peterson has compiled a 29-
17 record against Austin Peay during his previous
14yearsasthe Blue Raiders’skipper. Petersonhad
faced APSU each season since taking the helm of
the programin 1988 until lastyear. Peterson does
have one milestone victory involving the Govs. His
250thwinatMT came against Austin Peay on May
7,1995.

Blue Raiders Picked Fourth

The Blue Raiders were picked tofinishfourthinthis
year's Sun Belt race according to the league’s
coaches. Middle Tennessee was preceededinthe
poll by UL-Lafayette, South Alabama, and Florida
International. The Blue Raiderswere pickedfifthlast
season and went on to capture a share of the Sun
Beltcrownandthe team’sfirstat-large berthintothe
NCAATournament.

According to Baseball America

Baseball America had someinteresting thingsto say
about the Blue Raiders in their yearly college
previewissue. The editorial staff chose the teamto
finishfourthintherace as did the league’s coaches.
However, they had accolades for afew Blue Raider
players. Junior Justin Sims and sophomore John
Williams were selected as the league’s sixthand
10th best prospects respectively. Sims was hon-
ored as the league’s best pure hitter and Williams
was noted as having the SBC's bestbreaking ball.
SeniorMarshallNisbettwas named best OF arm.

Harp Injured

Sophomore Troy Harp, who had been penciledin
astheteam’sstarting catcher last fall, broke hiswrist
over the holidays and is out for an undetermined
amountoftime. Harpis currently undergoing rehab
forthewristand could beginthrowing again as early
as the end of this month. However, a date for his
returnhas notyetbeen set. The MT training staffis
hopeful that he will be able to return this season.

Youngsters Everywhere

The Blue Raiders have almostan entirely new look
this season with several newcomers set to see
action. The Blue Raiders will feature a catcherand
three infielders that were not involved in starting
roleslastyear. Asfarasthe pitching staffgoes, only
JohnWilliamsreturns from lastyear's potent week-
end staff, meaning two players with no experience
inthat regard will be forced into duty this spring. In
all, 15 Blue Raiders will suit up for the first time this
season.

Returning Punch

Despite the youth movementthis season, the team
does return some firepower to the lineup. The five
returning position players expected to start today
combined to hit.315 last year while driving in 168
runs and belting 21 homers. In other words, 48.6
percentofthe team'shits, 48.0 percent oftheteam’s
RBIs, and 41.2 percentofthe team’sround-trippers
are back in the lineup this year.

Peterson Closing on 600

Steve Petersonis closingin onyetanother coach-
ing milestone. Peterson brings 596 careerwinsinto
today'sgame. He has accumulated 443 ofthose as
the skipper at Middle Tennessee. Peterson’s re-
maining 153 wins came while he was atthe helm of
the Roane State program. Peterson’sfirstwin last
season (number 403) made him the winningest
coachinMiddle Tennessee history.
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PROBABLE STARTING PITCHERS

Sunday: John Williams (LHP)
7-1,3.59 ERA, 60 K

PROBABLE POSITION STARTERS

Catcher: Derek Phillips

.238 BA, 1 HR, 10 RBI

First Base: Doug Kunicki

Redshirted last year

Second Base: Chad Cooper

NA

Third Base: Nate Jaggers or Brett Carroll

NA

Shortstop: Jason Howarth

.261 BA, 3HR, 22 RBI

Left Field: Justin Sims

377 BA, 10 HR, 66 RBI

Center Field: Chuck Akers

.282 BA, 1 HR, 24 RBI

Right Field: Marshall Nisbett

.346 BA, 6 HR, 46 RBI
Mark Corrado .........ccccceerineenns Cor-AH-do
Travis Horschel..........cocooveininines HOR-shel
JasonHowarth ........ccccccovveinenne HOW-arth
JasonKuhn ..., COON

ChrisKurtz

Doug KUniCKi .......coceveveenieeinen. CUHN-icky
ChrisLeguenec ..........ccouveeen: Le-GWEN-ic
Kevin Suba ......coovvveveeriiceinicinn, SOOBA

HOW TO CONTACT US

Media Relations Office
Athletic Dept. Phone

(615) 898-2450

Fax (615) 898-5626
Website GoBlueRaiders.com
Press Row (615) 898-2807

MTSU Box 20
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Mailing Address

Ryan Simmons, Baseball MRD

Office (615) 904-8209
Home (615) 907-6072
E-mail rsimmons@mtsu.edu

Mark Owens, Assistant AD/MRD
Office
E-mail

(615) 898-5057
mrowens@mtsu.edu

JoJo Freeman, Assistant MRD
Office
E-mail

(615) 898-5270
jfreeman@mtsu.edu

Denise Gideon, Assistant MRD
Office

E-mail

(615) 904-8115
dgideon@mtsu.edu

2002 Blue Raider Baseball

2002 Blue Raider Roster

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. BT Hometown (Previous School)

1 MarshallNishett OF/P 5-10 160 Sr. L/R  Tullahoma, TN (NW Shoals CC)

3 JustinSims OF 510 175 Jr. L/R Knoxville, TN (Karns)

4 NathanJaggers IF  5-11 170 Fr. R/R Louisville, KY (Pleasure Ridge Park)
5 ChadCooper IF  6-0 175 Jr. R/R Picture Rocks, PA(Garrett CC)

6 JasonHowarth IF  6-0 175 Sr. R/IR Germantown, TN (Germantown)

7 ChuckAkers IF/OF 5-11 175 So. R/R Murfreesboro, TN (Oakland)

8 SethYarbrough OF 5-11 180 Sr. R/R  Montgomery, AL (Enterprise St. C.C.)
9 BrettCarroll IF 511 170 Fr. R/IR Knoxville, TN (Bearden)

10 JoshArcher  C/1B 6-3 215 Fr. R/IR Paris, TN (Henry Co.)

11 Kyle Sparkman P 6-2 170 Sr. R/R Nashville, TN (Overton)

12 Troy Harp C 6-1 185 So. R/R Louisville, KY (Pleasure Ridge Park)
14 Joe Capone IF 6-1 185 So. R/R Churchville, PA (U. of New Haven)
15  Doug Kunicki IF 61 195 J. L/R Knoxville, TN (Bearden)

16  Chase Swing P 6-3 180 Fr. R/R Shelbyville, TN (Shelbyville)

19 StevenKines P 6-2 210 Jr. R/R Germantown, TN (Germantown)

21 Mark Corrado  IF 6-4 195 Fr. R/R Dayton, OH (Oakwood)

23 JohnWiliams P 6-3 180 So. L/L  Murfreeshoro, TN (Oakland)

24 Jason Kuhn P 6-2 170 Sr. R/IR Hendersonville, TN (Tennessee Tech)
27  Kevin Suba 1BIC 6-3 220 Fr. L/R Griffith, IN (Griffith)

28  Chris Mobley P 6-0 165 Fr. R/R Kingsport, TN (Dobyns-Bennett)

29 Danny Borne P 6-3 180 Fr. L/IL Lewisburg, TN (Marshall Co.)

30 TravisHorschel P 6-3 200 Fr. R/R Smyrna, TN (Tennessee Tech)

31  Derek Phillips C 6-1 190 So. L/R Knoxville, TN (Halls)

32 Kris Smith OF 6-2 160 Sr. R/R Nashville, TN (Antioch HS)

33 AdamLarson P 6-2 240 Sr. RIR Germantown, TN (Mississippi State)
34 Jeremy Armstrong P 6-1 225 Sr. RIR  Murfreeshoro, TN (Columbia State CC)
35 JeffMarcus P 6-2 185 So. R/IR Gaithersburg, MD (Gaithersburg)

36 ChrisKurtz P 6-2 175 Fr. R/R Richboro, PA (Archbishop Wood)
37 ChrisLeguenec C  6-0 170 Fr. R/R Jackson, TN (Jackson-Central Merry)
38 TimCrunk C 510 200 So. R/IR Murfreesboro, TN (Roane State CC)

Current Streaks Rangers’ spring training drills while Dewon Brazel-

Twostreaks are onthelinethisafternoon. Marshall
Nisbett is the only Blue Raider to carry a hitting
streakintothis season. Ahittoday extends his streak
to two games. Perhaps more importantly, John
Williams brings a six-game unbeaten streak into
today’s contest. He has gotawinin his last outing,
giving him a two-game streak should he getawin
today.

Sun Belt Tournament

Thisyear's Sun Belt Conference baseball tourna-
mentwillbe heldinMobile, Ala., at South Alabama’s
Stanky Field. The eventis slated for May 22-25 and
willdeterminethe league’sautomatic qualifierintothe
NCAATournament. Tickets may be purchased by
callingthe South Alabama Ticket Office.

Blue Raiders in the Pros

The Blue Raiders will be well represented in the
professional ranks as spring training gets underway
inthe nextcouple ofweeks. Eightformer MT players
will suit up during this period. Two Blue Raiders
have already been extended invitations to the big
league camp. Jason Maxwell will be inthe Texas

ton will work out with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays.
Jeremy Owens could getaninvitation fromthe San
Diego Padres, butatthis pointhis status is unknown
for spring training.

GoBlueRaiders.com

Middle Tennessee baseball statistics and notes are
available 24-hours a day, seven days a week on
GoBlueRaiders.com. Media are invited to use the
official web site for Middle Tennessee athletics for
information regarding all Blue Raider athletic teams.
Aside frombaseball related materials, feature sto-
ries, game previewsand wrap-ups, stats, and notes
are available for every athletic team.

Sun '

BELT

CONFERENCE ..
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Steve Peterson

Head Coach ¢ Jacksonville State 73 ¢ 15th Season ¢ 443-347-2 (.559)

2002 Blue Raider Baseball

Steve Peterson is the
personification of Middle

= Tennessee baseball.

After 14 years as the
team’s skipper, Peter-son
has become the program’s
winningest coach with a
record ot 443-347-2.

In fact, Peterson has produced eight seasons
with 30 or more wins, including a school record 42
victories during the 1990 slate.

Long known for his keen managerial mind,
Peterson teaches a hard-nosed and aggressive
style of baseball. His personable demeanor has
made him a big hitamong fans, boosters, players,
and recruits alike.

Peterson also adheres to the philosophy that
defense and pitching wins championships. He has
long been known for outstanding defensive teams,
and the Blue Raiders have featured some of the
area’s most feared hurlers throughout the years.

Peterson has seen three of his pitchers earn All-
America honors, including the only First Team All-
American in school history, Dewon Brazelton. Un-
der his watch, the Blue Raiders have seen eight
single season and eight career pitching records
established.

The offensive output of the team has not been
ignored under Peterson. Most of the offensive
records held at Middle Tennessee were estab-
lished by Peterson’s recruits. Peterson has devel-
oped three players that have hit .400 or betterin a
season along with the school’s season and career
home run records. His 1997 squad established the
all-time record for batting average with a .323 clip.

However, aside from wins and losses, Peterson
has been instrumental in leaving the Blue Raiders’
mark on college baseball in other ways. He brought
home seven consecutive conference champion-
ships (either regular season or tournament) dur-
ing one stretch and has guided his team to the
NCAA Regional on six different occasions. During
his tenure, Peterson has captured one Sun Belt
crown, eight OVC titles, and seven OVC tourna-
menttitles. For his efforts, Peterson has twice been
named OVC Coach of the Year.

He brought national attention to the program in
the 2001 season as his team found itself in the
national rankings for the first time since 1982.

His efforts were clearly in evidence during the
magical 2001 season. The Blue Raiders estab-
lished the single game attendance record at Reese
Smith Field with a crowd of 2,733 on hand to wit-

ness the Blue Raiders’ Friday night tilt against South
Alabama. The team went on to set the season at-
tendance mark as well with 26,218 coming through
the gate at Reese Smith Field. Peterson’s squad
saw 10 crowds of 1,000 or more during the sea-
son.

Ifthe team accolades and accomplishments aren't
enough, consider that Peterson has coached a
Sun Belt Player of the Year and six OVC Players of
the Year, a Sun Belt Pitcher of the Year and an
OVC Pitcher of the Year, a first team All-American,
four third-team All-Americans, two freshman All-
Americans, and 31 first team All-Conference play-
ers.

In terms of sending players to the next level,
Peterson is second to none. Professional baseball
has seen 40 former Peterson proteges pass
through the ranks with four players logging time in
the Major Leagues.

Aside from playing baseball for a living, numer-
ous former players have entered the coaching pro-
fession. Currently 25 former Blue Raiders are
coaching at the high school, college, or profes-
sional level.

He has also been responsible for the tremen-
dous growth of Blue Raider baseball camps. Since
taking over the camp program in 1984, Peterson
has developed one of the area’s premier camps
with most sessions becoming sold out.

Peterson took two separate tours with the Blue
Raiders as an assistant coach under Stanford prior
to becoming the team’s skipper. During his runs
between 1976-78 and 1984-87, the Blue Raiders
won two OVC titles and four southern division
crowns.

During the interim, Peterson served as the head
coach at Roane State Community College in
Harriman, Tenn. During his tenure of 1978-1984,
Peterson took his team to a Tennessee Junior Col-
lege title in 1981 and was twice named TICAA
Coach of the Year (1981 and 1984).

While at Roane State, Peterson put together a
sparkling record of 153-96, a .614 winning per-
centage.

His expertise also ranges away from on-the-
field coaching. He is known as one of the top re-
cruiters in the region and has a knack for keeping
local talent close to home.

Peterson’s reputation extends into fundraising
as well. Events such as the annual Chuck Taylor
Golf Tournament have become mainstays on the
calendars of baseball supporters across middle
Tennessee and have served to raise thousands of

dollars for the improvement of Blue Raider base-
ball.

He spearheaded the effort to pay for the con-
struction of the Stephen B. Smith Clubhouse and
Indoor Training Facility, which opened its doors in
1998. One look around inside the facility shows the
amount of time and effort spent toward this en-
deavor. It has become known as one of the finest
collegiate clubhouses and training facilities in the
entire country.

Reese Smith Field has also benefited from
Peterson’s fundraising abilities. He has helped
transform the park into a fan-friendly area by ex-
panding the seating area, putting up a new infor-
mation center just inside the gate, and expanding
the restroom and concessions facilities.

Peterson guided efforts during the summer of
2001 to expand the dugouts at Reese Smith Field.
He is also currently spearheading an effort that
would totally renovate the current stadium. The
plans would call for a significant remodeling of the
concession stand, improved and expanded
restroom facilities, and a modern press box that
would accomodate radio and television along with
print media.

Peterson, a native of Huntsville, Ala., spent his
playing days at Jacksonville State under the leg-
endary Rudy Abbott where he stood out as a
catcher. He earned his bachelor’s degree from
Jacksonville State in 1973 and later earned a
master’s degree from Middle Tennessee in 1977.

Peterson is married to the former Rita Albert and
the couple has three children, Jill, Jenny, and John.
Away from the diamond, he enjoys fishing for small-
mouth bass.

MIDDLE TENNESSEE

MILESTONES

Win Date  Opponent (Score)
1 2/20/88 Memphis State (5-4)
50 4/19/89 Tennessee (13-0)
100  5/14/90 Eastern Kentucky (7-1)
150  4/15/92 Kentucky (8-3)
200  3/20/94 Northeastern lllinois (13-3)
250 5/7/95  Austin Peay (14-7)
300 3/28/97 Eastern lllinois (7-4)
350  4/21/99 Tennessee (6-3)
400  5/20/00 Southeast Missouri (11-4)
403  2/17/01 UNC Asheville (6-2)




2001 Bl ue Raider Basebal |
Overal|l Statistics for Mddle Tennessee (as of Feb 14, 2002)
(Al games Sorted by Batting avg)

Record: 41-17 Home: 23-9  Away: 15-6 Neutral: 3-2  Sun Belt: 17-10

Pl ayer AVG GP-GS AB R H 2B 3B HRRBI TB SLG% BBHBP SOGP OB% SF SH SB-ATT PO A E FLD%
RENI CK, Josh........ .420 56-56 224 74 94 20 2 8 38 142 .634 31 11 22 5 .506 3 0 24-28 106 124 11 .954
SIMS, Justin........ .377 57-57 231 61 87 18 6 10 66 147 .636 12 7 25 5 .416 5 1 12-16 88 5 3 .969
N SBETT, Marshall... .346 58-58 243 52 84 21 5 6 46 133 .547 11 3 26 1 .377 3 4 11-14 9% 9 6 .946
JOHNSON, Brandon.... .293 55-55 208 39 61 19 1 6 50 100 .481 31 1 38 10 .383 3 0 4-7 31 113 18 .889
AKERS, Chuck........ .282 58-57 202 31 57 5 1 1 24 67 .332 27 6 39 2 .381 1 6 13-16 92 2 2 .979
THOMAS, Kyle........ .278 56-56 198 28 55 10 2 5 31 84 .424 26 8 36 6 .379 3 0 47 413 47 7 .985
HOMRTH, Jason...... .261 53-53 180 35 47 14 2 3 22 74 .411 13 9 22 2 .33 3 5 1-3 55 146 17 .922
SKILLMAN, Kyle...... .264 26-13 53 5 14 1 0 0 5 15 .283 3 1 16 O .316 0O 2 0-0 0 0 0 .000
LAMVERS, Kris....... .252 40-32 111 10 28 4 O 1 12 35 .315 9 5 24 0 .331 2 1 23 264 33 2 .993
GOODMON,  Scott...... 242 23-12 62 12 15 2 0 3 12 26 .419 6 0 17 1 .309 0 0 ©0-1 0 0 0 .000
PHI LLIPS, Derek..... .238 30-12 63 5 15 3 0 1 10 21 .333 1 0 10 2 .246 1 0 0-0 27 1 0 1.000
HARP, Troy.......... .212 29-18 52 7 11 1 0 1 7 15 .288 4 3 23 0 .305 0O 3 0-0 162 27 3 .984
STONE, Nic.......... .184 24-9 38 11 7 0 O 2 4 13 .342 6 1 6 0 .311 0 0 0-0 0 0 0 .000
SMEETS, Tjerk....... .159 30-19 69 11 11 1 0 3 9 21 .304 8 1 19 2 .25 0O O O-1 132 20 3 .981
YARBROUGH, Seth..... .143 13-3 2.1 3 0 0 0 2 3 .143 2 1 8 0 .250 0 O 1-2 2 0 01000
SMTH Kris......... .143 31-3 14 13 2 1 0 0 1 3 .214 6 0 8 0 .381 1 0 1-2 5 0 0 1.000
CAVPBELL, Phillip... .140 30-12 43 6 6 1 0 1 11 10 .233 1 1 15 1 .174 1 7 O0-1 23 34 6 .905
VANW NKLE, David.... .000 3-0 1 0 0 0 0O 0 O 0 .000 0 0 O O .000 0 O O0-0 3 0 01.000
WLLIAMS, John...... .000 1-1 1 0 0 0 O 0 O 0 .000 0 0 O O .000 0 O O0-0 5 13 1 .947
OSTRANDER, Mke. . ... .000 2-0 1 1 0 0 0 0 O 0 .000 0 1 0 O .50 0 0 O0-0 1 1 2 .500
KUHN, Jason......... .000 1-0 10 0 0 O 0 O 0 .000 0 0 O O .000 0 O O0-0 1 6 1 .875
Totals.............. .296 58-58 2016 402 597 121 19 51 350 909 .451 197 59 354 37 .371 26 29 73-101 1551 630 86 .962
Cpponents........... .233 58-58 1945 264 454 76 6 44 226 674 .347 208 47 513 37 .320 16 24 73-99 1498 620 113 .949
LOB - Team (435), Opp (426). DPs turned - Team (47), Opp (47). C - Team (1), HARP 1, Opp (8). IBB - Team (8), RENICK 4,
SMEETS 1, GOCDMON 1, AKERS 1, THOMAS 1, Opp (5). Picked off - AKERS 4, N SBETT 4, RENICK 2, LAMMERS 1, THOMAS 1, SIMS 1,
STONE 1.

(Al games Sorted by Earned run avg)
Pl ayer ERA WL APP GS CG SHO CBO sV IP H R ER BB SO 2B 3B HR ABB/Ayg W HBP BK SFA SHA
BRAZELTON, Dewon.... 1.42 13-2 15 15 11  3/1 0127.0 82 34 20 24154 11 2 6 459 .179 9 7 0 0o 7
MOATES, Jason....... 3.19 6-2 13 11 0 0/2 0 59.1 43 25 21 43 57 8 2 1 215 .200 8 9 4 1 2
WLLIAMS, John...... 3.59 7-1 14 14 2 1/1 0 82.2 68 40 33 43 60 10 1 8 306 .222 4 5 2 1 4
LAMVERS, Kris....... 4.98 3-6 12 12 0 0/1 0 65.0 69 41 36 16 66 15 0 7 252 .274 7 8 1 5 2
KLINE, Steve........ 2.15 0-0 8 2 0 0/0 1291 19 10 7 10 28 4 0 3 104 .183 0 1 0 1 0
ARMBTRONG, Jereny... 3.00 2-3 17 0 0 0/1 4 36.0 29 20 12 17 46 4 0 2 134 .216 6 4 0 4 2
DAVIS, Kevin........ 3.05 4-0 20 0 0 0/2 4 38.1 38 16 13 12 39 6 1 6 148 .257 6 4 0 1 1
SPARKMAN, Kyle...... 5.27 0-0 1 0 0 0/0 0 13.2 14 11 8 10 11 1 0 2 52 .269 0 2 0 0 1
KUHN, Jason......... 6.53 4-3 18 0 0 0/0 1 30.1 37 29 22 10 22 7 0 3 125 .296 5 5 0 0 3
GRIFFITH Matthew .. 7.46 2-0 12 3 0 0/0 0 25.1 39 21 21 14 21 6 O 4 105 .371 2 2 0 1 2
KINES, Steven....... 9.90 0-0 6 1 0 00 0 10.0 16 17 11 9 9 4 0 2 45 .356 4 0 0 2 0
Totals.............. 3.55 41-17 58 58 13 8/4 10 517.0 454 264 204 208 513 76 6 44 1945 .233 51 47 7 16 24
Cpponents........... 5.71 17-41 58 58 9 2/0 5 499.1 597 402 317 197 354 121 19 51 2016 .296 42 59 4 26 29

PB - Team (7), THOMAS 5, HARP 1, PHILLIPS 1, Opp (7). Pickoffs - Team (2), WLLIAVS 2, Cpp (14). SBA/ATT - THOVAS (46-62),
HARP (27-32), BRAZELTON (16-23), LAWVERS (18-20), MOATES (14-17), WLLIANMS (9-13), DAVIS (4-6), GRIFFITH (3-5), KUHN (2-4),
ARVBTRONG (3-4), KLINE (1-3), KINES (3-3), SPARKMAN (0-1).



